
 
 

 
2012 APN Newspapers in Education programme 

 
In 2012, in addition to developing a curiosity about current issues in the news, the APN NiE 
programme specifically aims to raise information literacy and media literacy skills by facilitating 
students’ understanding of the way the media works. Whether teachers use printed 
newspapers, e-Editions or online news sites, we will facilitate the processes by which they 
critically evaluate the effectiveness of the news media in delivering news, and in engaging 
readers with issues of local, national and global importance. 
 
The key competencies (thinking, using language, symbols and texts, managing self, relating to 
others and participating and contributing) will be mindfully incorporated into student activities 
whereby students handle, reflect, evaluate, respond to and produce their own information 
using a variety of formats. 
 
The NiE primary programme caters to three levels: NewsSplash - Level 2, X-Press – Level 3, 
Pulse - Level 4 and links most closely with the English and Social Studies curriculums. It is the 
perfect lead-in to Media Studies Achievement Standards in Year 11 at high school. 
 
 

Specific learning outcomes 
 
By using the NiE programme teachers can help their students learn: 
 

 specialist newspaper vocabulary 

 how to navigate, read, and understand a newspaper (print, e-Editions) and news websites 

 to use and understand the role and purpose of newspapers and related online media 

 to differentiate between the different writing styles of news reporting and editorial text  

 to read for meaning and critically analyse what they read 

 how to write their own headlines, caption, reports and editorial examples according to 
newspaper conventions 

 to identify important visual language features of newspapers and online news websites  

 how to interpret visual layout and design conventions and understand how they are used 
to create particular meaning and effects ( eg. guide readers around the page and 
communicate ideas according to their relative importance) 

 how persuasive language and other features are used in advertising to achieve effects 



Curriculum links 
 

NiE page construction and Newspaper Studies resources are based on effective teaching 
pedagogy that encourages reflective thought and action. Learning outcomes are aligned with 
curriculum objectives at appropriate levels. Some selected, but not exclusive examples from 
the English and Social Studies Learning Areas, are illustrated below. 

 
Level 2 English 
Purpose and audiences 
Show some understanding of how texts are shaped for different purposes and audiences 
Language features 
Recognises that oral, written, and visual language features can be used for effect.  
 
Level 3 English 
Purposes and audiences 
Show a developing understanding of how texts are shaped for different purposes and 
audiences. 
Language features 
Identify oral, written, and visual language features used in texts and recognises their effects 
 
Level 4 English 
Purposes and audiences 
Show an increasing understanding of how to shape texts for different purposes and 
audiences. 
Language features 
Uses a range of oral, written, and visual features to create meaning and effect and to sustain 
interest.  
 
 

Social Sciences 
The synergies between the Social Sciences curriculum and newspapers as the hub of our 
communities, is undeniable.  
 
Newspapers and news websites share information and invite discussion on issues about “how 
societies work and how people can contribute as critical, active, informed and responsible 
citizens”. Page 30, The New Zealand Curriculum. 

 

So that we can be as topical as possible, detailed NiE page themes are not set in advance. 
Therefore links to particular Social Sciences Conceptual Strands and Achievement objectives 
cannot be identified in advance. These will be written and loaded onto the website as part of 
the teacher notes that correspond with the published NiE pages during the year.  
 
 

Download the 2012 NiE page calendar at www.nieonline.co.nz/themecalendar  

http://www.nieonline.co.nz/themecalendar


Media literacy rubric 
 

 NewsSplash X-Press Pulse 

Page content  Students will: Students will: Students will: 

Term 1 
Navigating the newspaper  
 
Newspaper content and layout 
 
Role and purpose of newspaper 
 
Newspaper vocabulary/jargon and 
language features 
 
An introduction to e-Editions, news 
websites and mobile Apps 
 

 
- locate, identify and categorise 
newspaper content using specific 
newspaper vocab (eg. headlines, 
captions) 
 
- demonstrate an understanding of 
the roles newspaper staff play in 
gathering, laying out and producing 
newspapers  
 
- demonstrate an understanding of 
the newspaper layout and 
production processes 

 
- identify, label and respond to 
newspaper content on a theme 
 
- use correct newspaper vocabulary 
and jargon when completing 
activities 
 
- comment on the different ways of 
keeping people informed and the 
different text genres used to do so 
 

 
- use printed and online news to 
identify, search, collect, store, label, 
respond to and evaluate content on a 
selected theme. 
 
- compare and contrast different media 
and news content and styles around a 
theme, using printed/electronic and 
online news sites 
 
- prepare a reflective comment on the 
role and purpose of a newspaper in 
keeping people informed  
 

Term 2 
News stories 
 
What is news and where does it 
come from?  
- local, national, international 
- source (byline, wire services) 
 
News writing style 
- factual reports/opinion, hard/soft 
inverted pyramid, conducting 
interviews, direct speech 
- balance, point of view  
 
 
 

 
- can explain what news is and 
identify where it comes from  
 
- read for meaning to find out who, 
what, when, where, why in a news 
story 
 
- demonstrate an understanding of 
news writing genre by telling a 
personal news story including the 
wwwwwh 
 
 
 
 

 
- demonstrate an understanding of 
news writing genre and inverted 
pyramid by writing opening 
sentences for a news story including 
the wwwww 
 
- identify and compare different 
news locations and sources  
 
- differentiate fact from opinion in 
news stories 
 
- demonstrate who is affected by the 
news  
 

 
- prepare interview questions and 
conduct interviews to capture different 
points of view on a news issue  
 
- demonstrate an understanding of 
news writing genre by writing a 
complete, balanced news story using a 
number of conventions of media text 
(eg. present tense, quotes) in inverted 
pyramid style, including the wwwwwh   
 
- differentiate between different types 
of news (hard/soft, local/national) and 
comment on who is affected and in 
what ways.  
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 NewsSplash X-Press Pulse 

Page content Students will: Students will Students will 

Term 3 
Visual news and layout features 
 
Types of visual content 
- types of photos, editorial cartoons, 
sidebars, visual language features 
(eg. font, reverse text), news 
websites, photo galleries, videos  
 
Page layout conventions   
- sports feature articles 
 
Advertising (X-Press) 
- different types, the role, 
persuasive language techniques 
 
Infographics (Pulse) 
- (bullet points, maps, lists, pictures)   
e-Editions and Smart navigation  

 
News picture interpretation 
- demonstrate an awareness of key 
players and local people and their 
roles in relation to a news stories  
 
- interpret visual information from 
pictures and explain how active 
pictures help to tell stories 
 
Picture captions 
- understand the role of captions 
play in enhancing visual information 
 
 
  

 
Advertising 
- identify the features and 
techniques used in advertising and 
evaluate their effectiveness 
 
- identify and describe how layout 
conventions are used to effectively 
display items in the newspaper 
 
- demonstrate an understanding of 
the ways ads are constructed for 
particular reasons and for particular 
audiences by designing their own 
advertisement 
 
 

 
Info-graphics 
- can identify and interpret both visual 
and language features and information 
displayed in an infographic  
 
- effectively navigate online content,  
conduct a search and gather 
information on a theme 
 
- create and present information for 
their own infographic on a themed 
concept 

OR 
- create other visual content ( eg. 
poster, picture gallery, video clip) to 
demonstrate an understanding of a 
themed concept 

Term 4 
Responding to news and 
interacting with others 
 
Editorial  - polls/surveys, columns, 
letters to editor, cartoons, reviews 
 
Online comments 
Social media – tweets, blogs 
NiE website 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- demonstrate an understanding of 
the coverage of an issue or event in 
the newspaper by finding examples 
and describing the different ways it 
was presented  
 
- discuss, reflect and express a 
personal opinion on editorial issues 
raised in Nikki’s News Diary and 
letters to the editor  
 
 
 

 
- demonstrate an in-depth 
understanding of the coverage of  an 
issue or event in the newspaper and 
online by giving reasoned 
explanations about the content and 
different ways it was presented  
 
- share personal reflections about an 
issue or event by constructing an 
email response to Nikki’s News 
Diary and/or a letter to the editor 
 
- can identify different ways to share 
opinions on NiE and news websites  

 
- demonstrate a comprehensive 
understanding of the coverage of  an 
issue or event in the newspaper, give 
reasoned explanations for the content 
and different ways it was presented 
and comment on the implications 
 
- demonstrate a comprehensive 
understanding of an issue or event  
covered in newspapers and online and 
construct personal responses in a 
variety of ways 
 
- demonstrate an understanding of 
social media and the roles it plays  
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